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The Hiawatha City Council met in regular session in the Hiawatha Council Chambers on January 16, 2008. Mayor Tom Theis called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. Present: Nancy Melsa, Dick Olson, Linda Bendixen and Bob Rampulla. Absent: Vacant seat. Staff present: City Administrator, Dave Van Dee; Police Chief, Dennis Marks; Community Development Director, Mark Powers; Guests: Gazette Reporter, John Schweitzer; Dan Hoffman and Tom Bowler.
Dick Olson moved approval of the Agenda, second by Linda Bendixen. Motion carried.

Bob Rampulla moved approval the following Consent Agenda items: bills presented; Finance Director’s Report for December 2007; City Clerk’s Reconciliation Report from December 2007; Minutes of past meeting, Regular Meeting December 19, 2007; Department Reports: Community Development, Police, Fire, Maintenance and Park & Recreation; Approval of Class C Liquor License with Sunday Sales for Santiago’s Las Ltd. dba Papa’s Sports Bar at 89 N. Center Point Road, second by Nancy Melsa. Motion carried.  

Amendment of Chapter 166 Sign Code 
Linda Bendixen moved to set public hearing date for February 6, 2008 at 7:00 P.M. for the consideration of amending City of Hiawatha Code of Ordinances Chapter 166 Sign Code Section 166.17.5 Temporary Signs to read as follows: Temporary Signs that are not addressed elsewhere in the Sign Code do not require a permit, and are permitted in all districts, subject to the following conditions: A. Location and size: No such signs shall be placed on public property, including any street right of way. Such signs may be located in a required yard in any such district except none shall be within thirty (30) feet of a corner street lot line intersection. No such sign shall exceed six (6) square feet in surface area. The total allowable surface area, or the maximum amount of aggregate square feet of all signs in one yard shall not exceed twenty-four (24) square feet. B. Number: There is no number limit on temporary signs. However, the aggregate square footage of all signs shall not exceed twenty-four (24) feet. C. Height: Such signs shall not exceed four (4) feet in height. Time Limit: Such signs shall not be displayed for more than seventy-five (75) days in any one calendar year. Such signs shall be removed or caused to be removed by the person or organization responsible for the erection or distribution of such signs, or by the owner of the property upon which they are located, or by such owner’s agent after seventy-five (75) days, and no later than five (5) days after the event for which such signs pertain, if applicable, second by Dick Olson. Motion carried.
Amendment of Chapter 40 Public Peace adding new Section 40.06
Dick Olson moved to set public hearing date for February 6, 2008 at 7:00 P.M. for the consideration of amending City of Hiawatha Code of Ordinances Chapter 40 Public Peace by adding new Section 40.06 Amateur Fighting and Boxing - Prohibiting Amateur Fighting and Boxing in establishments holding liquor control licenses and/or wine or beer permits and providing penalties for violations, second by Bob Rampulla. Motion carried.

Amendment of Chapter 24 Park & Recreation Director
Nancy Melsa moved to set public hearing date for February 6, 2008 at 7:00 P.M. for the consideration of amending City of Hiawatha Code of Ordinances Chapter 24 Park & Recreation Director Section 24.06 Recreation Director – The Commission or a majority thereof may recommend to the Council some person particularly fitted for the work of a Community Recreation Director to be placed in charge of the Community Center, as directed by the Commission, acting under the Council. The Commission, with the consent of the Council may employ such additional help as may prove necessary. Deleting the sentence “The Director shall be selected for a term of one year, and shall take office on the second secular day of January”, second by Linda Bendixen. Motion carried.
Preliminary Plat T Bowler’s First Addition
The City has received a Preliminary Plat of T Bowler’s First Addition and has been reviewed by appropriate officials and found to be in conformance with regulations of the City of Hiawatha with conditions as recommended by Hall & Hall Engineers and Planning & Zoning Commission as established in Exhibit A and Exhibit B.
Dick Olson presented RESOLUTION #08-003 approving Preliminary Plat T Bowler’s First Addition, Hiawatha, Iowa, second by Nancy Melsa.

Roll call vote:

AYES: Bob Rampulla, Dick Olson, Linda Bendixen, Nancy Melsa
NAYS: None

ABSENT: Vacant Seat
Resolution #08-003 adopted

Police Department replacement vehicles
Police Chief Dennis Marks has requested the purchase of two (2) new police cars. Marks had requested bid proposals from Junge Ford of Center Point, Zimmerman Town of Cedar Rapids and Lynch Ford of Mt. Vernon. The bids received were:

Junge Ford, Center Point, 2008 Crown Victoria $16,467.00 for #820 with trade-in of $4,400.00

  



  2008 Crown Victoria $16,767.00 for #850 with trade-in of $4,100.00


Zimmerman Ford, Cedar Rapids, 2008 Crown Victoria $20,578.00 for #820 with trade-in of $4,300.00




           2008 Crown Victoria $20,578.00 for #850 with trade-in of $4,300.00


State Bid / Ed Stivers Ford, 2008 Crown Victoria, $20,765.10 no trade-in value received

Chief Marks has reviewed each bid and recommends the purchase of two (2) new vehicles from Zimmerman Ford of Cedar Rapids at a cost not to exceed $20,578.00 each to include trade-in values of $4,300.00 per vehicle.
Bob Rampulla presented RESOLUTION #08-004 authorizing Transfer of Vehicle Title and Purchase of two (2) new 2008 Crown Victoria’s from Zimmerman Ford of Cedar Rapids at a cost not to exceed $20,578.00 each with trade-in value of $4,300.00 per vehicle, second by Nancy Melsa.

Roll call vote:

AYES: Linda Bendixen, Nancy Melsa, Bob Rampulla, Dick Olson
NAYS: None
ABSENT: Vacant seat
Resolution #08-004 adopted.

North Center Point Road Streetscape Project (Boyson Rd to N of RR Tracks)
Assistant City Engineer has reviewed and recommends Pay Estimate #4 (four) for the North Center Point Road Streetscape Project (Boyson Rd to N of RR Tracks) in the amount of $436,184.10 for 9”pavement, 4” sidewalk, irrigation and electrical for street lights.
Dick Olson presented RESOLUTION #08-005 approving Pay Estimate #4 (four) for the North Center Point Road Streetscape Project (Boyson Rd to N of RR Tracks) in the amount of $436,184.10 and direct City Clerk to make payment to Horsfield Construction Inc of Epworth, Iowa, second by Linda Bendixen.

Roll call vote:

AYES: Bob Rampulla, Linda Bendixen, Dick Olson, Nancy Melsa
NAYS: None
ABSENT: Vacant seat
Resolution #08-005 adopted.

City Newsletter

Bob Rampulla presented RESOLTUION #08-006 authorizing staff to proceed with the development of a (new) city newsletter, second by Nancy Melsa.

Roll call vote:

AYES: Dick Olson, Nancy Melsa, Bob Rampulla, Linda Bendixen
NAYS: None

ABSENT: Vacant seat
Resolution #08-006 adopted.
Other Discussion items

Council discussed their options regarding interviews for the vacant council seat whether, having one-on-one interviews or conduct as a group. Linda Bendixen explained the one-on-one interview process as it has previously been done. Interviews would be conducted in separate offices on a 15 minute rotation and after each council member has interviewed all candidates, all council members would then gather together for a meeting to discuss each candidate and decide on an individual to be appointed to the vacant seat. City Administrator Dave Van Dee mentioned if interviews are conducted as a group it would have to be considered a special meeting.
Newsletter items

Linda Bendixen suggested to place photos of the recent and future ribbon cutting activities be placed in the city newsletter.

Placement of items for next agenda

Dick Olson moved to set a work session for Monday, January 21, 2008 at 5:30 P.M. to develop questions and criteria for the interview process for vacant council seat. Council instructed staff to compile council’s submitted suggestions of questions and criteria for their review, second by Bob Rampulla. Motion carried. 
Bob Rampulla moved to adjourn at 7:32 P.M., second by Dick Olson. Motion carried. 


















            


Thomas A. Theis, Mayor 
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     Cindy Kudrna, Deputy City Clerk

