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The Hiawatha City Council met in special session on January 28, 2009. Mayor Theis called the meeting to order at 5:30 P.M. Council members present: Dick Olson, Nancy Melsa, Bob Rampulla, and Marty Bruns. Absent: Linda Bendixen.
Bob Rampulla moved the approval of the agenda, second by Marty Bruns. Motion carried. 

The Iowa Senate passed File 44 allowing disaster-stricken city and county governments to quickly levy a 1 percent local option sales and services tax to fund recovery efforts. If the City Council so chooses to participate in the 1 percent local option sales and services tax the city must submit a request submission of the question of imposition of a local option sales and services tax to the registered voter of Linn County no later then February 3, 2009. 
Mayor, Theis stated that he spoke with Linn County Election Commissioner, Tim Box regarding File 44. Box stated that it was perfectly o.k. for the City of Hiawatha to participate in such an election. The file doesn’t contain language that would eliminate the City of Hiawatha or any other community within Linn County. 
Mayor, Theis also noted that if the City of Cedar Rapids does not pass a motion requesting submission to the question of imposition of a local option sales and services tax than the City of Hiawatha’s request would be null and void. 

Council also noted the last local option election dated in 1998 that provided dollars for the city parks. 

Council discussed if the local option sales and services tax passed they would like to allocate those dollars towards street improvements public safety, park & recreation improvements, water & sewer improvements. 

Marty Bruns present RESOLUTION # 09-021 requesting submission of the question of imposition of a local option sales and services tax to the registered voters of Linn County and make a designation as to property tax relief and use the remaining local sales and services tax revenues. 

Local Option Sales and Services Tax which may be imposed in this City shall be allocated as follows:

1. 0% for property tax relief 

2. The specific purposes for which the revenues shall be extended are: street improvements, public safety, park & recreation improvements, water & sewer system improvements 
Roll call: 

AYES: Nancy Melsa, Dick Olson, Bob Rampulla, Marty Bruns 

NAYS: None 

ABSENT: Linda Bendixen

Resolution #09-021 adopted. 

The election will be held no later then March 3, 2009.

FY 2009-2010 Budget Discussion
Interim Finance Director, Cindy Kudrna presented the City Council with three (3) options of levy rates, they are as follows:
· Option 1 includes- 100% of employee benefits with a levy rate of 15.44989, an increase of .8% from FY 08-09

· Option 2 includes- 100% of liability insurance, 100% of employee benefits with a levy rate of 15.74184, an increase of 2.8% from FY 08-09

· Option 3 includes- 100% of liability insurance, 100% of employee benefits and an emergency levy of .27000 with a levy rate of 16.01184, an increase of 4.5% from FY 08-09
Council agreed that Option 3 was not even one to consider. Council directed the Interim Finance Director to use Option 2 to aid in the continuation of budget purposes due to added facility cost and added staff.
Bob Rampulla moved to adjourn the meeting at 5:53 P.M., second by Marty Bruns. Motion carried. 
                                                                                      __________________________

                                                                                      Thomas A. Theis, Mayor
ATTEST: __________________________

                 Kim Downs, City Clerk
