HIAWATHA BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT MINUTES
REGULAR SCHEDULED MEETING
July 9, 2012
The Hiawatha Board of Adjustment met in regular session on July 9, 2012. Vice Chair Person Christina Goodman called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Members present: Frank Glaser and David Matthews, Christina Goodman and Sam Sheronick. Members Absent: Brian Fanton. Staff present: Community Development Director, Mark Powers, Assistant Building Official, Jim Fisher and Code Enforcement Officer, Chad Breidinger.  Guests: Ann and Charles Lingo, Karman Farrington, Kenneth Funk and Tyler Ross.
Board member, Frank Glaser moved to approve the agenda and the May 14, 2012 minutes, second by David Matthews. Motion carried. 
a. PUBLIC HEARING - consider a Variance request to the City of Hiawatha, City of Hiawatha Unified Development Code, Chapter 165.16:2B,  to allow a one (1)ft. reduction in the side yard from the eight(8)ft. minimum to seven (7)ft. to replace the existing garage and breezeway with a two stall garage. Karman Farrington and Ken Funk are requesting a variance for the property located at 121 Northwood Dr.  Hiawatha, IA.

Public hearing opened at 7:01 p.m. for 121 Northwood Dr., for the request of a Variance to the to the City of Hiawatha, City of Hiawatha Unified Development Code, Chapter 165.16:2B. Karman Farrington and Kenneth Funk were present to represent the variance request.
There were no comments received, verbal or in writing, concerning this variance prior to the meeting. 
Kenneth Funk approached the podium. He stated that they were requesting the variance because the existing garage is in very bad shape. He went on to say that it could be repaired however, but would cost about the same as a new structure. Kenneth Funk indicated the proposed two stall garage would be better utilization of the space and would also be an improvement to the property. He also stated that he would like to be able to park both vehicles in a garage if need be.
Kenneth Funk then submitted pictures of the existing structure to the board. The pictures showed the damaged areas and the overall condition of the structure. He explained the pictures and there were no questions from the board.

Christina Goodman then asked if there were any questions or comments from the audience. Charles and Ann Lingo proceeded to speak to the board. They both credited Karman Farrington and Kenneth Funk with being great neighbors that always kept the property well maintained. Charles Lingo stated that he also believed the new two stall garage would be an improvement.
Christina Goodman asked if they would be replacing the existing driveway. Kenneth Funk indicated that the driveway would not be improved this year. He did indicate that it would be considered next year though. Jim Fisher stated that as long as the driveway led to a structure and stayed within the width of the garage, it would be within Hiawatha City Code.
Public hearing closed at 7:08 p.m.

Board Member, Christina Goodman presented Docket #003, approving the Variance request to the City of Hiawatha Unified Development Code, Chapter 165.16:2B as requested by Karman Farrington and Kenneth Funk, to allow a one (1)ft. reduction in the side yard from the eight (8)ft. minimum to seven (7)ft. to replace the existing garage and breezeway with a two stall garage; with the following condition:

1. As long as it stays within the existing size of the breezeway and garage, 24ft.
Second by Frank Glaser.
Roll call vote: 

AYES:  Frank Glaser, David Matthews, Sam Sheronick and Christina Goodman

NAYS:  None

ABSENT: Brian Fanton 

Variance Approved w/conditions
b. PUBLIC HEARING –to consider a Conditional Use request to allow motor vehicle sales on a portion of an existing building in an I-1 (Restricted Industrial Zoning District) for property located at 1705 Hawkeye Dr. Hiawatha, IA. as requested by Tim Wilson, Chestnut Leasing.
Public hearing opened at 7:16 p.m. for 1705 Hawkeye Dr., for the consideration of a Conditional Use for an I-1 (Restricted Industrial Zoning District) property. Tyler Ross with Chestnut Leasing was present to represent the Conditional Use Request.

There were no comments received, verbal or in writing, concerning this variance prior to the meeting. 
Tyler Ross explained that this request first went in front of the Planning and Zoning committee. He continued by saying that they only need the dealership license so they can sell their old company vehicles and purchase new vehicles at a reduced rate. He also said that they had no intention of having vehicles on the property for sale on a daily basis. 
Christina Goodman then clarified by saying that there would not be cars on the lot for sale. Tyler Ross said that is correct.

David Matthews then asked if there were any other arrangements such as this one in Hiawatha. Christina Goodman said there was, Black Magic. Mark Powers explained the zoning and said that this was not an uncommon request for this type of zoning area.

Christina Goodman then asked if the Conditional Use would stop if Chestnut Leasing left the property. Mark Powers explained that the Conditional Use is bound to the property, not the owner, so it would stay unless the board made a stipulation otherwise.
Public hearing closed at 7:22p.m.

Board Member, Christina Goodman presented Docket #004, approving the Conditional Use Request by Chestnut Leasing at 1705 Hawkeye Dr., Hiawatha, Iowa with the following condition:

1. If Chestnut Leasing should sell, rent or lease the property to someone else, the Conditional Use will revert back to the original I-1 Zoning Regulations.
Second by Sam Sheronick.

Roll call vote: 

AYES:  Frank Glaser, David Matthews, Sam Sheronick and Christina Goodman

NAYS:  None

ABSENT: Brian Fanton 

Conditional Use Approved w/conditions

Board member, Christina Goodman moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:24 p.m., second by Sam Sheronick. Motion carried. 
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