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Memorandum

To: Rental Owner/Property Management
From: Chad Breidinger, Code Enforcement Officer 

Subject: New Smoke and Carbon Monoxide detector requirements
The City of Hiawatha has recently adopted the International Property Maintenance Code as the current Housing Code for the City. One of the significant changes is the requirements for smoke detector locations. Previously you were only required one smoke detector per level and one smoke detector located on the ceiling or wall outside of each separate sleeping area in the immediate vicinity of bedrooms. The new code requirement still requires them in the same locations as the previous code but has added the requirement of one smoke detector to be located in each room used for sleeping purposes. The second significant change is the requirement of a Carbon Monoxide detector to be located in every dwelling unit that relies on combustion of fossil fuel for heat, ventilation, or hot water. Thank you in advance for helping to ensure the safety of your tenants. Please feel free to contact me with any questions.
Section 704.2 Smoke Alarms- International Property Maintenance Code
1. On the ceiling or wall outside of each separate sleeping area in the immediate vicinity of bedrooms.

2. In each room used for sleeping purposes.

3. In each story within a dwelling unit, including basements and cellars but not including crawl spaces and uninhabitable attics. In dwellings or dwelling units with split levels and without and intervening door between the adjacent levels, a smoke alarm installed on the upper level shall suffice for the adjacent lower level provided that the lower level is less than one full story below the upper level.

Section 155.21 Carbon Monoxide Detectors- City Code of Ordinances


Location- Not less than one approved carbon monoxide detector shall be installed in each residential unit. The detector shall be installed within 40 feet of all rooms used for sleeping purposes.

Sincerely,
Chad Breidinger

Code Enforcement Officer
