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The Hiawatha City Council met in regular session in the Hiawatha Council Chambers on July 16, 2014. Mayor Tom Theis called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. Council members present: Marty Bruns, Bob Wheeler, Bob Rampulla, Dick Olson and Dennis Norton.  Staff present: City Administrator Kim Downs, City Engineer John Bender, Deputy Clerk Kari Graber, Admin. Assist/IT Stacy Schryba-Mead, Community Development Director Patrick Parsley, City Attorney Mark Parmenter, Deputy Chief Matt Powers, Public Works Superintendant Rod Jasa and Police Chief Dennis Marks. Guests: Chad Pelley, Bill Bennett, Mary Bennett, Tracey Bennett, Ace Aossey, Randy Boyle and Robyn Jacobson.
Rampulla moved the approval of the agenda, seconded by Wheeler. Motion carried. 
Bruns moved the approval of the following consent agenda items: Approval of bills; Finance Director’s Report for June 2014; City Clerk’s Report for June 2014; Department Reports: Community Development, Fire, Library, Parks and Recreation, Police, and Public Works, seconded by Norton.  Motion carried.  

Citizens Input

Bill Bennett spoke regarding a letter that he received from the City last week stating that he can no longer sell registered vehicles at 506 N Center Point Road.  Bennett explained P & K was the business formerly located on the property and they have always been able to sell registered vehicles; P & K relocated their business up the block and they are still selling vehicles. Bennett continued to explain he previously owned the 5 Seasons Motor Sports and would like clarification on why he can no longer sell registered vehicles on the property. City Attorney Mark Parmenter said they are looking into the matter further because Bill raised some points the City was not aware of previously.  Bennett referred to a letter from Mark Powers stating he can sell registered vehicles and Bennett stated the plan has always been to use the property for auto sales.  Parmenter explained legal non-conforming meant that whatever use the property was can continue as long as there is no expansion.  
PUBLIC HEARING – regarding the El Kahir Shrine property located at 905 Tower Terrace Road
Mayor Theis opened the public hearing to consider the disposal of vacated right of way on the El Kahir Shrine property located at 905 Tower Terrace Road at 5:35 P.M. 
Ace Aossey of Longfellow Square spoke on behalf the request and stated that he was involved in bringing the Shrine to Hiawatha.  The piece of property is a small sliver of ground on the corner of Tower Terrace and Stamy Road that was used for drainage before Stamy was paved.  Aossey said that the property will be used for part of bio-detention and that they looked at different ways to try and get an easement.  Aossey said it would be better if the property reverts back to El Kahir and they are willing to pay for it at a reasonable rate.  Aossey said the piece of ground is nothing that the City will use and Planning and Zoning has approved giving it back to the Shrine. 
There were no additional written or public comments received at or prior to the public hearing. Public Hearing closed at 5:38 P.M. 

Olson presented RESOLUTION #14-138 approving the disposal of a portion of unused right of way located in the southeast corner of Stamy Road and Tower Terrace Road, Plat of Survey No. 1913 Parcel A, known as 905 Tower Terrace Road, seconded by Rampulla. Roll call vote: AYES: Bruns, Norton, Rampulla, Olson, Wheeler. NAYS: None.  RESOLUTION #14-138 adopted.

Sale of Property – El Kahir Shrine property located at 905 Tower Terrace Road

Norton presented RESOLUTION #14-139 approving and accepting the offer from TCC Investments, LLC to purchase a portion of right of way on the real property described as the southeast corner of Stamy Road and Tower Terrace Road, Plat of Survey No. 1913 Parcel A, known as 905 Tower Terrace Road at a purchase price of $950, under the terms and conditions of the contract, seconded by Wheeler.  Roll call vote: AYES: Olson, Wheeler, Norton, Rampulla, Bruns. NAYS: None. RESOLUTION #14-139 adopted. 
Setting a public hearing date (Wednesday, August 6, 2014 @ 5:30 p.m.) to consider amending Hiawatha Code of Ordinances Chapter 153 Geothermal Well Standards §153.02 Definitions and §153.04 Application Procedure and §153.11 Open Loop Systems Prohibited and §153.12 Testing of System to allow City Council to approve all pump and reinjection geothermal systems on a case by case basis
Council Member Bruns raised concerns with contamination going back into the City wells.  Bruns wanted to make sure that the ordinance was written to protect the aquifer.  Bruns wondered if the modifications to the ordinance provided enough control to try to limit the number of geothermal systems being installed in proximity to other geothermal systems in the area.  Council Member Rampulla questioned whether geothermal systems were still prohibited for residential.  Rampulla agreed with Bruns there should be some restriction.  City Engineer Bender said that staff has looked at other ordinances and they are all on a case by case basis.  Bender confirmed geothermal systems are not allowed in residential areas.  Bruns asked staff to review the ordinance modifications and address Council’s concerns before the public hearing on August 6, 2014.
Wheeler presented RESOLUTION #14-140 setting a public hearing date (August 6, 2014 @ 5:30 p.m.) to consider amending Hiawatha Code of Ordinances Chapter 153 Geothermal Well Standards §153.02 Definitions and §153.04 Application Procedure and §153.11 Open Loop Systems Prohibited and §153.12 Testing of System to allow City Council to approve all pump and reinjection geothermal systems on a case by case basis, seconded by Norton.  Roll call vote: AYES: Rampulla, Olson, Norton, Bruns, Wheeler. NAYS: None.  RESOLUTION #14-140 adopted.
Multi-Family dwelling unit building project
Chad Pelley of Ahmann Companies, 1641 Boyson Square Drive spoke before council regarding their proposal to construct a multi-family dwelling unit building project on the property located at 255 Robins Road, the old A’Hearn property. Pelley described the project as follows:
· They constructed building projects through the state last year and there are grants available

· Project is designed to provide housing for low income and working families in the area
· These building projects have a higher level of construction and high energy efficiency

· The State has window of opportunity setting a deadline of August 22 to control the site and submit a report to the state

· Project must be completed and occupied within 18 months
· Sites need to be shovel ready and in place for the type of use

· Limited resources available with populations of cities 50,000 or less and the window of opportunity is short

· Constructed a multi-family unit building project in Cedar Rapids, half of units can be income restricted and half not

· $3.25 – 3.7 million budget for high quality project

· Will help businesses in town like Go Daddy

· Would have a health club or some sort of amenity on main level of building

Council Member Olson stated Joe and his team’s reputation exceeds them.  Olson thinks the concept fits in with the City’s vision of putting mixed use housing in the area of the proposed project.  Mayor Theis asked if they are looking for a commitment at this time.  Pelley said the City would have to endorse the project and Council needs to agree to enter into a development agreement.  Council Member Bruns commented the material provided in the packet says not opposed to retail on the bottom level of the building and he likes the idea especially eating establishments.  Olson asked if they are talking about TIF because the City does not TIF retail.  Pelley answered TIF was not even discussed.  Council Member Rampulla asked if the City can stop the project at any time if we are not happy.  Pelley confirmed the project could be stopped because all the details have not been worked out and because they have not closed on property; they hope to award the project this winter.
Olson presented RESOLUTION #14-141 declaring the City’s support in a multi-family dwelling unit building project as proposed by Newbo Development, LLC and authorizing City Staff to begin preparing a development agreement to establish certain design criteria and upon reaching an agreement with Newbo Development, LLC, City Staff will move forward with the process for disposal of public property, seconded by Bruns.  Roll call vote: AYES: Norton, Rampulla, Wheeler, Bruns, Olson.  NAYS: None. RESOLUTION #14-141 adopted.
Approving the Police Department purchase of one (1) Ford Interceptor Utility SUV to replace Unit 820
Wheeler presented RESOLUTION #14-142 approving the purchase of one (1) Ford Police Interceptor Utility SUV replacing Unit #820 at a total cost of $22,275 including trade in of old Unit #820 from Junge Ford of Center Point, IA using Police Department Equipment Reserve Funds, seconded by Rampulla. Roll call vote: AYES: Wheeler, Olson, Norton, Bruns, Rampulla. NAYS: None. RESOLUTION #14-142 adopted.

Approving the Fire Department purchase of one (1) Ford Interceptor Utility SUV to replace Unit 280
Bruns presented RESOLUTION #14-143 approving the purchase of one (1) Ford Interceptor Utility SUV replacing Unit #280 at a total cost of $27,875  from Junge Ford of Center Point, IA using Fire Department Equipment Reserve Funds.  Current Unit #280 will be transferred to the City and City will make payment to the Fire Department for the trade in value of $12,000 during next budget cycle, seconded by Norton. Motion carried. Roll call vote: AYES: Olson, Wheeler, Bruns, Rampulla, Norton. NAYS: None. RESOLUTION #14-143 adopted. 
Approving the Fire Department purchase of firefighter protective Turn Out Gear 
Olson presented RESOLUTION #14-144 approving the purchase of eight (8) sets of firefighter turnout protective gear at a total cost not to exceed $15,500, with Heiman Fire Equipment of Ashton, IA, seconded by Bruns. Roll call vote: AYES: Rampulla, Norton, Wheeler, Olson, Bruns. NAYS: None. RESOLUTION #14-144 adopted.

Public Works Department Bucket Truck
Norton presented RESOLUTION #14-145 approving the purchase of one (1) bucket truck with a two (2) person bucket, replacing the old Unit 530 at a total cost not to exceed $40,000, utilizing available funding through the FY15 Equipment Reserve Fund, seconded by Bruns. Roll call vote: AYES: Norton, Olson, Wheeler, Bruns, Rampulla. NAYS: None.  RESOLUTION #14-145 adopted.

Bruns presented RESOLUTION #14-146 approving the staff to proceed with the sale of the 1993 International Truck with Teco Aerial Bucket, Unit 530 and additionally authorizing staff to accept the bid of the highest responsive responsible bidder, seconded by Wheeler.  Roll call vote: AYES: Bruns, Rampulla, Norton, Olson, Wheeler. NAYS: None. RESOLUTION #14-146 adopted.

Approving the Public Works Facility/Cold Storage Building Emergency Action Plan providing employee procedures during emergency situations
Bruns presented RESOLUTION #14-147 approving the Public Works Facility/Cold Storage Building Emergency Action Plan, seconded by Norton. Roll call vote: AYES: Wheeler, Bruns, Norton, Rampulla, Olson. NAYS: None. RESOLUTION #14-147 adopted.
14th Avenue and Eisenhower Road Pavement Reconstruction Project
Norton presented RESOLUTION #14-148 approving the application for Pay Estimate #1 for the 14th Avenue and Eisenhower Road Pavement Reconstruction Project FY 2014, and direct City Clerk to make payment to Horsfield Construction, Inc. of Epworth, IA, in the amount of $141,625.76, seconded by Wheeler. Roll call vote: AYES: Wheeler, Bruns, Norton, Rampulla, Olson. NAYS: None. RESOLUTION #14-148 adopted.
At-grade railroad crossing repair located on North Center Point Road in connection with the Rise Improvement Reconstruction of North Center Point Road from CC&P Railroad to Fisher Street and North of Boyson Road

Rampulla presented RESOLUTION #14-149 approving the application for Pay Estimate #4 for at grade railroad crossing repair on N Center Point Road, and direct City Clerk to make payment to Chicago Central and Pacific Railroad Company of Chicago, IL, for reimbursement of the purchase of labor and materials to construct crossing improvements in the amount of $31,604.12, seconded by Wheeler. Roll call vote: AYES: Rampulla, Olson, Bruns, Wheeler, Norton. NAYS: None.  RESOLUTION #14-149 adopted.

Possible Closed Session as Per Iowa Code 21.5(j) to discuss the possible purchase of particular real estate 

Wheeler moved to go into closed session as per Iowa Code 21.5(j) to discuss the possible purchase of particular real estate at 6:02 P.M., seconded by Norton. Roll call vote: AYES: Norton, Bruns, Rampulla, Wheeler, Olson. NAYS: None. Motion carried.

Rampulla moved to go out of closed session and enter into regular session at 6:24 P.M., seconded by Wheeler. Roll call vote: AYES: Olson, Rampulla, Norton, Wheeler, Bruns. NAYS: None. Motion carried.

Discussion/Possible Action as Per Iowa Code 21.5(j) Regarding the Possible Purchase of Particular Real Estate 
No action was necessary at this time for the possible purchase of particular real estate.

Rampulla moved to adjourn at 6:26 P.M., second by Wheeler. Motion carried.

                                                                                                              _____________________________
                                                                                               

Tom Theis, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
______________________________
Kelly Kornegor, City Clerk                                                
