HIAWATHA PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING 

October 27, 2009

The Hiawatha Planning and Zoning Commission met in regular session on September 27, 2009.  Chairperson Dale Schroth opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m. Members present: Don Mohler, Keith Sams and Ron Reichert.  Members absent: Lee Rathje, Mary Conrad and Mike Hook. Staff present: Community Development Director, Mark Powers; Assistant Building Official, Jim Fisher; Code Enforcement Officer, Chad Breidinger and City Engineer, Dick Ransom. Guests: Ghassan Halloush and Steve Silver. 

Commission Member Don Mohler moved the approval of the agenda, second by Keith Sams. Motion carried. 

Commission Member Keith Sams moved the approval of the September 29, 2009 minutes, second by Don Mohler. Motion carried. 

Unfinished Business:

Steve Silver – Revised Site Plan – 1055 Hawkeye Drive
The Site Plan for Steve Silver, 1055 Hawkeye Drive was postponed at the September 29th meeting due to all City Code requirements not being met.  A meeting was held with the applicant and members of City Staff to go over revisions that needed to be made to the Site Plan.  The applicant submitted revised Site Plans addressing staff comments allowing them to go before the Planning and Zoning Commission again.

Chairperson, Dale Schroth commented that after reviewing the letters provided by the City staff, the Site Plan still had several issues that need to be addressed.
Commission member, Keith Sams made reference to the comments provided in the Fire Department letter regarding emergency access to the property not meeting the requirements found in the International and Uniform Fire Codes.  He questioned whether a variance could be granted by the Building and Fire Code Board of Appeals.  Community Development Director, Mark Powers explained that per the Fire Codes, there has to be 150’ foot road access to all portions of structures located on the property.  The back corner of the proposed wood shop building does not meet this condition.  The applicant would have to go before the Board of Appeals to request a variance to this provision.
Keith Sams asked if a parking lot extension would be required per Dick Ransom’s letter.  City Engineer, Dick Ransom explained that the parking layout shown on the Site Plan does not meet the parking standards for distance to enter the parking stalls.  A design exception would be considered if the applicant uses the handicap loading area as an additional parking stall and reduces the overall drive width from 43 feet to 41 feet.
Commission member, Don Mohler questioned the type of buildings next to this lot and whether or not the site could be accessed from the back of the property.  Mark Powers explained the buildings on the other sides of this lot were pole type buildings.  The Fire Department can’t access the property from the back due to the area being fenced in.  If the Commission chooses they can approve the site plan subject to a variance being granted by the Building and Fire Code Board of Appeals.

Keith Sams inquired if a licensed plumber confirmed the fall of the sewer line on the property.  Mark Powers stated that the fall had not been confirmed and if it could not be, the applicant would have to put in a new service or construct a lift station.

Vice Chairperson, Don Mohler presented RESOLUTION #26-09 approving Site Plan Steve Silver for a 30’X48’ building and driveway addition located at 1055 Hawkeye Drive subject to the following requirements being met, second by Keith Sams:

1. The Building and Fire Code Board of Appeals granting a variance to the 150 foot emergency access to all 

    structures on the property requirement found in the International and Unified Fire Code (comments found in 

    letter provided by the Hiawatha Fire Department).
2. The parking area needs to be modified to meet an overall drive width of 41 feet in order to meet turning 

    requirements to enter parking stalls (comments found in letter provided by the City Engineer).
3. Driveway standard detail needs to be provided on the site plan including a note to reference the design 

    exception for the flares (comments found in letter provided by the City Engineer).
4. Note #3 on the Site Plan regarding the 1” water line needs to be removed (comments found in letters 
    provided by the Water Department and City Engineer).
5. The proposed wood shop building needs to be moved out of the 8 foot rear yard easement (comments found 

    in the letter provided by the Community Development Department).
6. The comments regarding the rear deck need to be removed from the Site Plan (comments found in the letter 

    provided by the Community Development Department).
7. The sewer line for the property needs to be approved by the Community Development Department and the 

    City Engineer.
Roll call vote: 
AYES: Ron Reichert, Don Mohler, Dale Schroth, Keith Sams

NAYS: None

ABSENT: Lee Rathje, Mike Hook, Mary Conrad
Resolution #26-09 adopted. 

Commission Member, Keith Sams moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:14 p.m., second by Don Mohler. Motion carried. 
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