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Mayor, Theis opened the meeting at 5:45 P.M. Members present: Council members Dick Olson, Nancy Melsa, Marty Bruns, and Bob Rampulla. Linda Bendixen absent; Staff present: Finance Director, Laurie Hebl; Park & Recreation Director, Angie Cole; Fire Chief, Mike Nesslage; Assistant Fire Chief, Eric Hoover; Volunteer Fire Fighter, Brad Ransford; Volunteer Fire Fighter, Frank Sir Louis; Police Chief, Dennis Marks; Community Development Director, Mark Powers; Water Superintendent, Carl Ransford;  Water Systems Supervisor, Marty Recker; Public Works Superintendent, Rod Jasa; Deputy City Clerk, Cindy Kudrna; Library Director, Jeaneal Weeks; City Administrator, Dave Van Dee; Board and Commission members present: Eddie Wheeler, Richard Larson, Clarence Sampson, Gail Winker, Don Mohler, Larry Eveland, Charlie Fridal, Joe Helle, Dian Boysen, Richard Zeaske, Troy Anderson, Mary Conrad, Brian Fanton, Dave Fisher.  

Marty Bruns moved the approval of the agenda, second by Bob Rampulla. Motion carried. 

City Administrator, Dave Van Dee began the meeting by reviewing discussions from the last Prairiewoods Retreat meeting in November 2007, the members present made the following suggestions: staff write and produce the city newsletter, and revamp the city’s website, Van Dee stated that those comments were taken seriously and have been implemented. 
Van Dee then reviewed the statistical analysis of the 2008 Citizens Survey that demonstrated very positive responses toward the City of Hiawatha. Van Dee shared parts of the Town Center Master Plan presentation given by Olsson Associates, Dave Ciaccio and Doug Halverson showing the realignment of Emmons Street, North Center Point and Robins Road in a traditional intersection and the development of the surrounding area. Van Dee iterated this plan is only a concept and will be shared with the citizens of Hiawatha in at least two (2) public meetings in the spring of 2009. 

Van Dee also shared that council will be reviewing a proposal on November 19th in a regular council meeting that would authorize the update of the City’s Comprehensive Plan, the plan may take up to 18 months to complete.

Mayor, Theis shared with members present that he has been working with the surrounding communities and pertinent individual groups to make the Tower Terrace interchange a possibility. Theis speaks of the support letters that the City has received from the surrounding committees and the individual groups supporting the Tower Terrace interchange.
Theis also spoke of the importance of going and meeting certain individuals such as Craig Paulson, and Nancy Richardson the Director of Iowa Department of Transportation. Mayor Theis, City Administrator Dave Van Dee, Council members Linda Bendixen and Marty Bruns have made two presentations demonstrating the need for the Tower Terrace Interchange to the Iowa Department of Transportation Commission members both in Coralville and in Muscatine.

Theis also noted that the City will have three (3) future major street projects: Edgewood Road, Boyson Road and Tower Terrace, each of these projects will include a partnership between the IDOT and the City of Hiawatha and its surrounding communities. 

Mayor Theis also spoke to the members present regarding their thoughts on the need of council liaisons. Water Board member, Charlie Fridal and Library Board member, Dian Boysen spoke for the group stating although they enjoy having the council members present at their meetings it is not necessary, unless there is an issue they need addressed.  
There being no further business council member, Rampulla moved to adjourn at 6:49 P.M., second by Marty Bruns. Motion carried. 

                                                                                           _____________________

                                                                                             Thomas A. Theis, Mayor 

ATTEST: ___________________

                Kim Downs, City Clerk                                                                               
