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SUN’S OUT, FUN’S ON: SUMMER IN HIAWATHA!
Got a hankering for some delicious street food? Then get ready for Food Truck Fridays this summer at Village Center Plaza, right
in front of Hiawatha City Hall. If you’ve been craving fresh-made tacos, barbecue, pizza, ice cream and more of your favorite
local street foods, we have good news for you: Food Truck Fridays are back for it’s fourth season, bringing several mouthwatering
food trucks to the heart of Hiawatha each Friday, beginning May 23. From 11am – 2pm, enjoy food from as many as 5 different
food trucks at a time, offering the perfect chance to take a break from the daily grind, grab some grub, and take in some summer
sun. Food trucks slated for this summer include Natta’s Thai Food, Antonio’s Mexican Grill, Pitaz, The Bagel Shop Inc., Auntie
Annie’s Pretzel Truck, The Freeze, Wilder Thirst, and more! 

 
This year’s Food Truck Fridays will run weekly, May 23 – August 29.

Get Ready for an Unforgettable Summer at Hiawatha
Summer Camp!

School's out and fun is in! Hiawatha Summer Camp is back and
better than ever, offering your child a summer full of adventure,
creativity, and lasting memories. Camp runs Monday through
Friday from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM, giving families a full day of
engaging activities in a safe, supervised environment.

This year’s lineup is packed with exciting field trips and
special guests that will keep campers smiling all summer
long! Weekly trips to AirFX will get everyone moving and
bouncing, while visits to Fun Station and Old MacDonald’s
Farm promise new experiences and hands-on fun. Campers
will also take a trip to the Hiawatha Public Library and
enjoy engaging presentations from the Iowa State
Extension Office, offering educational activities in a fun
and interactive way.
Each day at camp includes a mix of games, crafts, outdoor
play, and group activities, designed to build friendships and
encourage creativity. Please remember to send your
camper with a sack lunch each day to keep them fueled for
all the fun.

Don’t miss out on this action-packed summer! Spots fill quickly
—register today and let your child make memories that last a
lifetime. Register at https://bit.ly/HIAWATHAPARKSNREC

Village Center Plaza | 101 Emmons Street, Hiawatha, Iowa 52233 | 11am - 2pm

Tennis Lessons by Smithfield Tennis & Pickleball Center
Hiawatha Parks and Rec is teaming up once again with Smithfield
Tennis & Pickleball Center to offer youth tennis lessons for ages
4–13. Taught by experienced instructors, classes focus on age-
appropriate skill development through fun drills and games in a
positive learning environment.
Location: Guthridge Park Tennis Courts
Wednesdays

Session 1: June 11 – July 2
Ages 4-6: 4:00 – 4:45pm
Ages 7-10: 5:00 – 6:00pm
Ages 11-13: 6:00 – 7:00pm

Session 2: July 9 – July 30
Ages 4-6: 4:00 – 4:45pm
Ages 7-10: 5:00 – 6:00pm
Ages 11-13: 6:00 – 7:00pm

Rec United Soccer
Hiawatha, Marion, and Cedar Rapids Parks and Rec departments
have combined to bring you a recreational summer soccer league
for all ages and abilities. If your child is looking for a summer
soccer program, this is the league for them! Shin-guards required
and cleats recommended. Games and practices take place on
Wednesdays starting June 11 through July 30. Ages 5-10. 
Register at https://bit.ly/HIAWATHAPARKSNREC

Batter Up! Blastball is Back this Summer
Get ready for another exciting season of Blastball, proudly sponsored by World Class Industries! This fun and fast-paced program
is the perfect introduction to baseball and softball for boys and girls ages 3 to 6. Blastball runs from July 9 to August 7 and is
designed with younger players in mind. Using a foam bat and ball—and with no gloves required—kids can safely learn the basics
of T-ball. Early bird pricing is available now through May 8, so register early and save! After that, the cost is $30 per participant.
Final registration deadline is June 8. Register online at https://bit.ly/HIAWATHAPARKSNREC

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FHIAWATHAPARKSNREC%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR6QOhVJgL4rFdPMasNsB-MgFxOwvRSnvD52uTSspb904vqzFaUlwSdwExAupA_aem_sHeCeW9DXW0DKowIPEaOEw&h=AT0mM2IZxJ1PWwcR2_LoTIR8adVhZyP8-58sZh4c0S1SDUU1Gk2WQs0UIfiHyWmflEfu9PEg280-i-Bll69ReqUts-aYhtxo9I8Avy1Uzevg-cb56T4_lxDu4q_7qkItiwIL3dH2Sr1x_g&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT366N2yuux0whpg55F7VfqO9u676AYIDxoIjTG30Q9vFxNwjcxkqYXPVfxRQ79iH7X58LFNH90FnY2zqzd2s6HY1NIB8pIFi_ApTqxMVJ41nxDzXbM0IgiBDqk_gXS71-vFw0171PlzZwSNx0MYDaY3kA5E6mMiOnxz7jp7E1hhd51pFM6uZLW5dc01KSwRRynKaXIaPOE3-KYq6wg
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07 City Council 5:30 PM
12 History Commission 1:30 PM
13 Parks Commission 5:30 PM
13 Library Board 7:00 PM
19 Planning & Zoning 5:30 PM
20 Water Board 5:30 PM
21 City Council 5:30 PM

may MEETING SCHEDULE

PUBLIC NOTICE
As warmer weather and seasonal rain approaches the Hiawatha Community Development
Department would like to remind our residents of our policy regarding tall grass and weeds.

CITY ORDINANCE 50.08                     WEED CONTROL PROCEDURE

The Hiawatha City ordinance 50.02 (9) requires property owners to keep grasses and
mowed so that grass and weeds are less than 8 inches in height. This includes the individual
lot, along with parking adjacent thereto, alleys, public ways or areas up to the centerline of
said ways. The following special abatement procedure is applicable, in addition to any
other procedure, to the control of weeds.

City Ordinance 50.08 recognizes this article as posting public notice to all citizens. 
         1. Notice Provided. The enactment and posting and annual posting of this section on
or before May 1 each year shall constitute notice of its provisions to all property owners to
comply with the terms thereof, and such notification shall be construed as due notice as
required by Section 364.12[3h] of the Code of Iowa.

The City has been granted authority to abate tall grass and weeds. When the City receives
a complaint regarding tall grass, we are allowed to have it removed without further notice. 
         2. Removal by City. In the event that any property owner fails to comply with such
notice by May 15 of any given year, then a person duly designated by the Mayor or City
Administrator shall destroy or remove any such weeds as defined in subsection 50.02(9) of
this chapter without further notice.
 
The removal authority continues without further notice throughout the summer. If the City
mows the lawn once we are allowed to maintain the lawn without further notice.
         3. Subsequent Deadline of Notice. June 1, July 1, August 1 and September 1 are
subsequent deadlines for additional cutting of such weeds, but said annual posting of this
section shall be deemed due notice for all subsequent deadlines. The intent of this
subsection is to require the removal of weeds a minimum of every 30 days from May 1
through October 1.

The property owner is responsible for all costs incurred by the City for the removal of tall
grasses and weeds.  
         6. Costs Assessed. When the duly designated person has completed the abatement of
any such nuisance after any deadline as established herein for the abatement of a public
nuisance under the provisions of this section, such person shall certify the costs and
expenses thereof to the Clerk, who shall notify the property owner of said costs by ordinary
or certified mail. Any assessments unpaid 30 days after levy shall be certified to the County
Treasurer for collection in the same manner as other special assessments.

Thank you for your help in keeping Hiawatha beautiful. By maintaining the grass and weeds
to the required height it will eliminate the need for City action and abatement procedures.
If you have any questions or comments, please contact the Community Development
Department at 319-393-1515.

City Calendar
Interested in community events? Find out what’s happening

in Hiawatha by checking out our city calendars!
hiawatha-iowa.com/calendar/



STAY UP TO DATE WITH PROJECTS AND DETOURS  AT WWW.HIAWATHA-IOWA.COM UNDER THE "NEWS" SECTION

N Center Point Road Force Main Replacement
City staff has been working with Shive-Hattery on the final design and bidding of the replacement of the existing 6” sanitary sewer force
main on the east side of N. Center Point Road from the Dave Wright Nissan entrance to Mitchell Dr. The existing sewer line is over 30 years
old and has experienced some breaks through the past few years. The existing main is undersized due to all the growth within Hiawatha
over the past 20 years. The new 10” force main will be directionally drilled with minimal surface disruption to streets and businesses along N
Center Point Road. There will be excavation pits located approximately 800 feet apart for starting and ending drills. The new 10” line will tie
into the existing main south of Dave Wright Nissan near N Center Point Rd. The project will entail some work at the Mitchell Dr Lift Station
for upsizing of the lines. Work is expected to start in late May. 

GRILLING SAFETY TIPS FOR A FUN AND
SAFE SUMMER BBQ SEASON

As we gear up for warmer weather, many of us are looking
forward to grilling season! Whether you're a seasoned pitmaster or
just firing up the grill for the first time, it’s important to keep safety
in mind to ensure your barbecue fun stays safe. Here are some
essential grilling safety tips to keep in mind:

1. Place Your Grill on a Stable, Safe Surface
Always place your grill on a flat, non-flammable surface, away
from any overhanging trees, buildings, or anything else that
could catch fire. Ensure the area around the grill is clear of dry
leaves, trash, or anything that could cause a fire hazard.

2. Keep a Close Eye on Your Grill
Never leave your grill unattended, especially when it’s in use.
Fire can spread quickly, and it's important to monitor the grill
while cooking to avoid accidents.

3. Clean Your Grill Regularly
A clean grill is a safe grill! Food and grease buildup can cause
flare-ups and fires. Before and after each use, clean the
grates and inspect for any buildup. If you’re using a gas grill,
also check the hoses for leaks or cracks.

4. Use Long-Handled Tools
To avoid burns, always use long-handled tongs, spatulas, and
other tools while grilling. Keeping a safe distance from the
flames will help protect you from burns and splatters.

5. Keep a Fire Extinguisher Nearby
Accidents can happen, so it’s a good idea to have a fire
extinguisher within reach when grilling. In case of a small fire,
having the right equipment on hand can make a big
difference.

6. Keep Children and Pets Away from the Grill
Grills can get extremely hot, so keep kids and pets at a safe
distance while grilling. Assign an adult as the “grill supervisor”
to monitor the area and make sure no one gets too close to
the flames.

7. Turn Off the Grill Properly
After cooking, make sure to turn off the gas, propane tank, or
extinguish your charcoal. Allow the grill to cool completely
before cleaning or storing it. This will help prevent any residual
heat from causing a fire.

MAY IS BUILDING
SAFETY MONTH

Building safety is critical for many reasons, primarily to ensure the
health, well-being, and security of its occupants and the
surrounding environment. Here are some key reasons why building
safety is so important:

Protection of Lives: Ensuring structural integrity and
emergency features like fire safety and evacuation routes
prevents injuries and fatalities.

Fire Safety: Implementing alarms, sprinklers, and escape
routes to protect against fire hazards.

Structural Integrity: Ensuring buildings can withstand natural
disasters and everyday use to avoid failures.

Health and Well-being: Safe buildings promote good air
quality, lighting, and sanitation, preventing health issues.

Regulatory Compliance: Following building codes and safety
standards to stay up to date with safety technologies.

Emergency Preparedness: Effective evacuation plans and
backup systems ensure a safe response during crises.

Reduced Liability and Costs: Safety minimizes the risk of
accidents, lawsuits, and repair costs.

Property Value: Buildings meeting safety standards are more
desirable and retain value.

Sustainability and Efficiency: Incorporating energy-efficient
measures that also improve safety.

Peace of Mind: Knowing a building is safe enhances comfort
and satisfaction.

In summary, building safety is crucial for protecting lives,
promoting health, and ensuring long-term stability and value.

 2025 Street Improvements
City staff has completed the final design of the 2025 Street Improvements project. The scope of work includes crack & seal with asphalt
overlay on Pirie Dr from Robins Rd east to the Nixon Elementary school; Rainbow Dr from 10th Ave to 11th Ave; and 13th Ave from Rainbow Dr
south to the dead end. Each of these locations will require some curb and gutter replacement; milling of existing pavement and a 3”
asphalt overlay. Work is expected to start in late May. 

Progress photos of the Boyson Rd Diverging Diamond upgrade, Tucker Park Splashpad
project and the new Turtle Creek Gateway sign project. 



Sign your 0 - 5 year-old up today, FOR FREE, at
www.hiawathapubliclibrary.org/imagination-

library

June 9 from 1pm-3pm, step into the magic of Butterfly Encounter Tents — a delightful experience where kids can get up close
and personal with live butterflies! Wander through a vibrant, enclosed garden filled with fluttering wings, learn fun facts, and
maybe even have a butterfly land right on you. This hands-on adventure will spark wonder, curiosity, and smiles for all ages! 

July 9 from 3pm-5pm, teens will be treated to Once upon a Summer: A Mocktails Event. Sip, mix, and imagine! Create mocktails
inspired by your favorite stories and characters, learn mixology basics, and leave with recipes to impress. More details coming your

way soon on our website!

LEVEL UP AT HIAWATHA PUBLIC LIBRARY THIS SUMMER
Preparations for Hiawatha Public Library’s 2025 Summer Reading Program are in
full swing, and this year’s theme— Level Up at Your Library —brings a dynamic,
gaming-inspired twist to summer learning. The program is from June 2 – July 31

and registration opens on May 19. 

Centered on puzzles, games, and hands-on fun, this all-ages program
encourages readers to “level up” their knowledge and skills through engaging

library resources.  

Play helps us connect with others, think creatively, and build lasting friendships,
and this summer, Hiawatha Public Library is turning learning into an exciting

adventure. Here are a few highlights!

Library CalendarJune 20 from 5pm-8pm, get ready to Level Up at the Library – A Fun Night for Adults, like never before!
Join us for an epic evening packed with Mario Kart 8 showdowns, hilarious games like Goomba Stomp
and Pin the Button on the Controller, plus creative crafts including Make Your Own Piranha Plant and
Create a Yoshi Egg! It's nostalgia, fun, and geeky greatness all rolled into one unforgettable night.

Don’t miss it! 

Check our website at www.hiawathapubliclibrary.org for a full list of free summer events.



Have you ever thought about setting your water bill up for
automatic withdrawal? Or thought about going paperless and
getting your bills by email? Well, you can do just that through the
City of Hiawatha website. The Water Department has a payment
portal that gives you the following options:

HIAWATHA WATER’S FRONTDESK PAYMENT PORTAL 

To get started go to the City of Hiawatha website, www.hiawatha-iowa.com. Select Water under the Departments tab and go to Pay
Water Bill under Helpful Links then select the Pay My Bill button. 

To setup the account yourself you will need to create an account on the log In: FrontDesk page.

You will need: Account #, Property Location & last billed amount. So, be sure to have your most current water bill in hand. 

Or, give us a call at the Water Office 319-393-5556 Monday thru Friday 7:30am – 4:00pm. We would love to assist you in this process.
When you call, we ask that you have access to your email as we will send you a verification email to complete the process. We look
forward to hearing from you! 

 · Receive email bills
 · Pay with your credit/debit card
 · Setup automatic withdrawal from a checking/savings
account or a credit/debit card
 · View your current and past water bills
 · And manage multiple accounts

HIAWATHA WATER QUALITY REPORT AVAILABLE ONLINE
Hiawatha’s Yearly Water Quality Report (or Consumer Confidence Report) is now available online. To access the CCR Report go to the
Hiawatha City Website (www.hiawatha-iowa.com) and select Water under Departments. On the Water page, scroll down select Consumer
Confidence. This link will take you to the Iowa Rural Water Association Website where you can “View CCR Report”. You will be able to view
reports from 2011 thru 2024.  

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT

Mitch Roland

Job Title / Department: Patrol Officer
How long have you been with the City?: 3.5 years
About you: I arrived in the law enforcement profession later in life than some. I am a graduate of
Kennedy High School as well I earned a degree from Kirkwood Community College and the University
of Iowa. I then stayed in the private sector as a construction laborer and then rose to the position of
Division Manager where I oversaw multiple crews and construction projects. I then answered the call
and was hired by the City of Hiawatha to the Police Department and graduated from the Iowa Law
Enforcement Academy in 2022. In my time as a police officer with Hiawatha, I have attended such
training schools as ARIDE- Advanced Roadside Impaired Driving Enforcement, Rescue Task Force
(active shooter training), several narcotics classes, and tactical warrant service.
 
What does an average day in your role look like?: On average I patrol the city of Hiawatha and
enforce traffic and criminal laws. I like to interact with the community when I can, and I often get out
of the patrol car, do business checks, and talk with citizens I see out at night. I try to focus my efforts
on looking for wanted subjects, people in possession of narcotics and/or firearms illegally, and
community relations. I do my best to educate the public when I interact with them to try and 

curve criminal behaviors and foster what I see as a bigger change, internal change. I find great enjoyment when I get to hear success
stories from citizens I’ve helped or spoken to who have gotten a job or sober from narcotics or alcohol use. 
What is your favorite thing about working for the City?: My favorite thing about working for the city is interacting with the public.
A lot of times I will pull people over who have never been stopped before or go to calls where they have never been contacted by the
Police in general. It is nice in those few moments to show the public the human side of Policing. Often, we encounter people in the
most vulnerable and low time of their lives, and it is nice to deliver the human factor to them, help them through whatever the reason
why they called the Police, and leave them with a positive view of Police.
What’s an activity or hobby you enjoy outside of work?: I enjoy the outdoors, hunting, fishing, hiking, and riding side by sides.
What’s the most adventures thing you’ve ever done?: I went on a solo Elk hunt where I camped and hunting alone in the
mountains for a week and a half.
What is a game or sport you love to watch or play?: The broad answer is any, I enjoy teaching and coaching my son in sports and
it has rejuvenated my love for sports again. Currently the sports are wrestling, basketball, and football. 

Homes that do not meet requirements will receive a notice on their front door stating why items were not collected. Please recycle all
items that can be recycled. Staff will collect items that go to the landfill first, then come back to pick-up steel and appliances.

ITEMS MUST BE PLACED BY THE CURB BEFORE 7:00 AM ON MAY 5TH
AMNESTY DAY - MAY 5TH

DO NOT BRING IN DEBRIS FROM OUTSIDE OF
HIAWATHA. REPORT ILLEGAL DUMPING TO THE

HIAWATHA POLICE DEPARTMENT AT (319) 393-1212

For details on what items are accepted,
visit the news section of our website

hiawatha-iowa.com/news

http://www.hiawatha-iowa.com/
http://www.hiawatha-iowa.com/


Postal Customer
Hiawatha, Iowa 52233

DELIVER BY
THURSDAY,
05/01/2025

It’s time to talk. Do you have ideas, solutions or thoughts about the City of Hiawatha?
Mayor Dodson wants to hear from you!

Join him at Roasters Coffee House in Hiawatha!

Coffee Talk with Mayor Dodson

May 8 | June 5 | July 10

HIAWATHA CITY COUNCIL ACTION

PRSRT STD
US Postage

PAID
Hiawatha, IA 
Permit No. 33

7:00 - 9:00 AM

#25-049 Adopting proposed property tax levy rate

#25-050 Adopting the Linn Co. Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan 2025-2030

#25-051 Approving Plans, Specs, Form of Contract & Estimate Cost for 2025 Street Improvements Project

#25-052 Approving Plans, Specs, Form of Contract & Estimate Cost for N. Center Point Rd. Force Main

#25-053 Awarding Contract for the Guthridge Park Pickleball Courts

#25-054 Awarding Contract for the Edgewood Rd - Pecks Blvd to Emmons St Project

#25-055 Setting Public Hearing Consider Plans, Specs & Cost for Robinwood Ravine Improvement Project

#25-056 Setting Public Hearing and order notice on proposed tax levy for FY26 Budget

#25-057 Approving a community collection event for the shredding of confidential materials with Heartland
Shredding, Inc. 

#25-058 Approving an electronic recycling event with Midwest Electronic Recovery

APRIL 2, 2025

APRIL 16, 2025
Proclamation - National Volunteer Week - “THEREFORE, I Steve Dodson, Mayor of the City of Hiawatha,
do hereby proclaim April 20 – 26, 2025, as National Volunteer Week throughout this state, and I urge all the
people of Hiawatha to volunteer or give national service in our communities throughout the year. By
volunteering and recognizing those who serve, we promote partnership, understanding and collaborative
problem-solving in our community.”

Proclamation - National Therapy Animal Day - “NOW, THEREFORE, I, Steve Dodson, Mayor of the City of
Hiawatha, do hereby proclaim April 30, 2025 as “National Therapy Animal Day” in the town of Hiawatha,
and encourage our citizens to celebrate our therapy animals and their human handlers. Further, I publicly
salute the service of therapy animal teams in our community and in communities across the nation.”

Proclamation - Municipal Clerks Week - “NOW, THEREFORE, I, Steve Dodson, Mayor of the City of
Hiawatha, do recognize the week of May 4 – 10, 2025, as Professional Municipal Clerks Week, and further
extend appreciation to our Professional Municipal Clerks Kari Graber and Amy Scheer and to all
Professional Municipal Clerks for the vital services they perform and their exemplary dedication to the
communities they represent.”

RESOLUTION #

RESOLUTION #

#25-059 Sewer waiver for 2921 Savannah Dr

#25-060 Approving Plans, Specs, Form of Contract & Estimate Cost for Ravine Restoration

#25-061 Approving FY26 Budget

#25-062 Authorization of Loan Agreement

#25-063 Approving POS 2025 GO CLN

#25-064 Approving execution of a First Amendment to the Agreement for Private Development

#25-065 Approving and Awarding Contract for the 2025 ADA Ramps

#25-066 Approving and Awarding Contract for Turtle Creek Park Trial Connection

#25-067 Release of Parcel 6 of Meadowbrook Estates Addition to Linn County, IA

#25-068 Release of Parcel 7 of Meadowbrook Estates Addition to Linn County, IA

#25-069 28E Agreement with Iowa Department for Beverage Enforcement Activities

#25-070 Authorizing Police Department Golf Outing Fundraiser for the K9 Unit

Meeting minutes may be obtained online or by request to the City Clerk's Office at City Hall at 319-393-1515 x526
https://www.hiawatha-iowa.com/government/city-council-documents/

https://www.facebook.com/RoastersCoffeeHiawatha?__cft__[0]=AZVH6kd106APrRtB7BT2jYucncnOzmvXbmteEEJZYGjNr215FwtMIufFQ0vxZCBD92R5fzs5d3mc-jamBgH4oH5-Qx2AbfaNn6yToo4zQYIPcP-f4hRgnRDvIizayLuxmRVXeaYEk4lo93QDt_3owLYL_UICurFDLe5xlZmuA1enwM5Sflc690-kWfkjxaL9kTX8YZ3FeIZWtkBbMYkILfFW&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.hiawatha-iowa.com/government/city-council-documents/

