
In August, the city sent out 800 citizen survey’s and 289 were returned, giving the survey a 4.2% margin of 
error. Jeff Schott of the Institute of Public Affairs reviewed the survey with the City Council at a recent council 
meeting. Schott commented that he has collected many surveys over the years and the City of Hiawatha’s is 
the most positive that he has ever seen. Here is a sample of some of the results.

99.3% agree Hiawatha is a nice place to live.

91.3% agree Hiawatha should continue to maintain it’s own identity.

73.4% agree Hiawatha should encourage more industries.

82.7% agree Hiawatha should encourage Commercial and Office Development.

82.7% agree Hiawatha should encourage Reinvestment in Commercial and Industrial Property.

90.7% feel safe in their neighborhood.

53.3% are aware of the Neighborhood Watch Program.

64.7% want more aggressive Code Enforcement.

84.4% want Hiawatha to seek opportunities for city growth.

73.4% agree the Mayor and Council meet their expectations.

The list goes on and on with more items too numerous to mention in this newsletter. To view a complete copy 
of the 2008 Citizen’s Survey, please feel free to stop at City Hall or the Hiawatha Library. I want to thank 
everyone who took the time to give us your thoughts on how we were doing and the direction the City was 
heading. I look forward to your thoughts in future citizen’s surveys.

Hiawatha Citizen’s Survey Results from your Mayor
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H a p p y  H o l i d a y s  F r o m  Y o u r  C i t y  S t a f f

The administration and staff of the City of Hiawatha
would like to wish you and yours
a very happy, prosperous and safe

holiday season.



Hiawatha Firefighters held another successful chili supper on November 1st. Almost 800 people attended the annual chili supper. The 
money will go to fund rescue and medical equipment. While the chili supper is always important to us as a fund raiser, it’s even more im-
portant to us as a community event. It’s a great opportunity for members of the community to come visit with us under non-emergency situa-
tions. The chili supper has also become a great social tradition. Many of our visitors have been attending for years. We want to thank all 
of the citizens that stopped by to enjoy the chili, the businesses and individuals who gave donations (and are too numerous to list ), and 
most of all Betty Mark, for all her hard work in coordinating the donations. The Fire Department Chili Supper is held annually on the first 
Saturday in November.

Ten individuals have recently joined or rejoined the Hiawatha Fire Department. They include:

Jamey Parker, past member of the FD and a certified firefighter and EMT. He is relocating to Hiawatha and is employed at DAEC.

Colleen Dickerson, Vinton, has been a Paramedic for the last eight (8) years, and currently works part time for North Benton EMS. She re-
cently completed FF1 training.

Justin Lorenzen, Cedar Rapids, is also a past member of the FD and is also relocating. He is a certified EMT and Firefighter.

Jeff Gibbons is a certified EMS responder and works at General Mills. He resides in rural Hiawatha.

Zach Novotny is a resident of Hiawatha, a certified firefighter. He is a firefighter in the Air National Guard. He has completed his EMT 
class and is awaiting certification.

Cory Saunders is a recent graduate of Kennedy and is a resident of Hiawatha. He has completed his EMT class and is awaiting certifica-
tion. He has close family ties to the Fire Department.

Jacob Hatch is a resident of Hiawatha and a former volunteer firefighter in Wellsburg.

Elisa Forcht is a resident of rural Hiawatha. She was formerly on Mt. Vernon FD and Mt. Vernon Ambulance. She is a certified EMT.

Lindsey Willard lives near Kennedy High School. She is employed by Papa John’s and is attending EMT class.

Devin Toll lives in Robins. He works at St. Luke’s in the ER and is a certified EMT.

All these members are going through our rookie orientation program. During this program, they learn the basics of firefighting, become 
acquainted with fire department policy and procedures, and generally become acclimated to the fire service. They will graduate that pro-
gram in January. Following that, most will continue to obtain further firefighting and EMT certifications.

We welcome them to the City of Hiawatha Fire Department.
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C h r i s t m a s  T r e e  D i s p o s a l
The City of Hiawatha does not currently offer city wide Christmas tree pickup and removal.
It is the responsibility of the resident to contact their garbage hauler and make arrangements 
for the pickup and removal of their Christmas trees after the holidays.



The Hiawatha Public Library is sad to report the loss of Linda Nash to cancer. Linda 
worked as a librarian for the city for twenty-one years, most recently as a library cata-
loger. She cataloged most of the library materials and answered countless reference 
questions. In addition, she worked in collection development and led a mystery book 
club called “While Others Sleep.” In recent years, Linda wrote a blog for the library’s 
website in which she related her experiences as a librarian and candidly wrote about 
her struggles with cancer. Linda was driven and devoted to her career, even while rais-
ing three wonderful kids. She will be sorely missed by her family, her “work family” and 
the entire community.

Laurie Hebl, who has served Hiawatha citizens for the past 12 years as Finance Director, announced her resignation 
to the Council at the November 5, 2008 regular meeting.

Laurie has taken a position to assume the responsibilities as Director of Finance and Administrative Services with the 
City of Indianola.

Laurie was responsible for the budget, capital improvement program and accounts payable. Laurie served as a 
valuable member of the City’s management team and was active in many of the special events such as Ragbrai, Hi-
brai, Hog Wild Days and the recent Flood Fest. She was also a member of the newly organized Hiawatha Kiwanis 
Chapter.

We wish her luck in her new endeavor and thank her for her many years of dedication to the City of Hiawatha.

In  Memory  Of……….

Laur ie  Hebl ,  F inance  D i rector  Res igns

December  Events  at  the  H iawatha  Pub l i c  L ibrary
Eat Your Way Through Africa: Friday, January 2, 2009 at 10:30 a.m.

Presented by HPL and the African American Museum.

Cedar Rapids Symphony Music Together: Tuesday, December 16, 2008 at 10:30 a.m.

Music Together is an interactive introduction to music, rhythm and movement for kids between birth and five years 
of age. Join us as Teri Stuckey demonstrates this program.

Clifford Comes to the Library: Monday, December 15, 2008 at 6:30 p.m.

Get ready for lots of sloppy dog kisses as Clifford the Big Red Dog plans a stop at the Hiawatha Public Library.

Olivia’s Wish List Includes Gifts for All

Olivia Scott was facing an important milestone in her young life…..her fifth birthday! She wanted to make this one 
special; one that would keep on giving. So when Olivia sent out  invitations for her birthday bash, she included a gift request along with 
her R.S.V.P. In lieu of traditional birthday presents, she asked her friends to purchase a children’s book to be donated to Hiawatha Public 
Library.

Next time you check out E lo ise  Takes  a  Bath , I f  y o u  T a k e  a  M o u s e  t o  S c h o o l , The Trai ler  Park Pr incesses o r  o n e  o f  f o u r t e e n  o t h e r  H i a w a t h a  
L i b r a r y  b o o k s ,  t a k e  n o t e  o f  t h e  g i f t  a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t  t h a t  m a y  a p p e a r  o n  t h e  b o o k ’ s  b a c k  D o n a t e d  b y  O l i v i a  &  ( p a r t y  g u e s t ’ s  n a m e )  f o r  
O l i v i a ’ s  5 t h  b i r t h d a y .  T h a n k  y o u  O l i v i a .  Y o u r  t r e m e n d o u s  s h o w  o f  g e n e r o s i t y  w i l l  b e n e f i t  H i a w a t h a  L i b r a r y  p a t r o n s  f o r  y e a r s  t o  c o m e .  A n d  
l e t ’ s  n o t  f o r g e t ,  H a p p y  B i r t h d a y  t o  y o u !  

P a g e  3Volume 9

K i m  D o w n s  a c q u i r e s  M M C

C i t y  C l e r k ,  K i m  D o w n s  h a s  r e c e i v e d  h e r  M a s t e r  M u n i c i p a l  C l e r k  d e s i g n a t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  M u -
n i c i p a l  C l e r k s  M a s t e r  M u n i c i p a l  C l e r k  A c a d e m y  P r o g r a m .  M s .  D o w n s ’  e f f o r t  t o  o b t a i n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  
n e e d e d  t o  a c h i e v e  t h i s  h o n o r  s p e a k s  t o  h e r  d e d i c a t i o n  a n d  t h e  c i t y ’ s  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  H i a w a t h a  a n d  t o  t h e  
p r o f e s s i o n  o f  m u n i c i p a l  m a n a g e m e n t .

C i t y  C l e r k ,  K i m  D o w n s  j o i n s  o n l y  2 8  o t h e r  c l e r k s  i n  I o w a  w h o ,  t h r o u g h  t h i s  p r o c e s s ,  a r e  e s t a b l i s h i n g  I o w a  a s  a  n a t i o n a l  
a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e a d e r  i n  c o n t i n u i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  C i t y  C l e r k ,  K i m  D o w n s  f o r  h e r  h a r d  w o r k  a n d  h e r  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  h e r  p r o f e s s i o n .



8 t h  A v e  W a t e r  M a i n  &  S u b  D r a i n  

T h i s  p r o j e c t  i s  r o u g h l y  f i f t y  p e r c e n t  c o m p l e t e  w i t h  a  p r o j e c t  
c o m p l e t i o n  d a t e  o f  D e c e m b e r  1 9 ,  2 0 0 8 .  T h e  n e w  6 ”  w a -
t e r m a i n  t h a t  r e p l a c e s  t h e  o l d  4 ”  w a t e r m a i n  i s  i n s t a l l e d .  I n  
t h e  c o m i n g  w e e k s ,  t h e  c o n t r a c t o r  w i l l  b e  s w i t c h i n g  i n d i v i d -
ua l  water  serv i ces ,  i ns ta l l i ng  s t ree t  subdra in ,  p rov id ing  
s u m p  p u m p  c o n n e c t i o n  l o c a t i o n s  a n d  r e i n s t a l l i n g  c o n c r e t e  
d r i v e w a y s .  G r a s s  s e e d i n g  w i l l  b e  c o m p l e t e d  i n  t h e  s p r i n g .

H i a w a t h a  P r o j e c t s

C o u n c i l  A c t i o n  S u m m a r y
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O r d i n a n c e  6 2 5 —a p p r o v i n g  t h e  r e z o n i n g  o f  1 9 0 5  N  C e n t e r  
P o i n t  R d  f r o m  A  t o  I - 1 .

R e s o l u t i o n  0 8 - 1 7 0 —r e g a r d i n g  M i d A m e r i c a n  E n e r g y  F r a n c h i s e  
w i l l  n o t  b e  p u t  t o  a n  e l e c t i o n .

R e s o l u t i o n  0 8 - 1 7 1 —s e t t i n g  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  f o r  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
o f  a m e n d i n g  C h a p t e r  1 1 0  N a t u r a l  G a s  F r a n c h i s e   i n v o l v i n g  M i d -
A m e r i c a n  E n e r g y  c o m p a n y .

R e s o l u t i o n  0 8 - 1 7 2 —g r a n t i n g  a n  e a s e m e n t  e n c r o a c h m e n t  f o r  
1 2 0 0  P r o p e r t i e s ,  L . L . C .  ( T o y o t a ) .

R e s o l u t i o n  0 8 - 1 7 3 —a p p r o v i n g  F i n a l  P l a t  f o r  t h e  S h e r m a n  5 t h  
A d d i t i o n .

R e s o l u t i o n  0 8 - 1 7 4 —a p p r o v i n g  t h e  r e p l a c e m e n t  o f  a  s t r e e t  l i g h t  
i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  E m m o n s  S t r e e t  a n d  4 t h  A v e n u e  a n d  d i r e c t i n g  A l -
l i a n t  E n e r g y  t o  i n s t a l l  l i g h t  w i t h  a  c o s t  n o t  t o  e x c e l  $ 3 , 9 3 8 . 2 6 .

R e s o l u t i o n  0 8 - 1 7 5 —a p p r o v i n g  t h e  C i t y  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  b o n u s  o f  
$ 5 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  t o  b e  p a i d  a s  a g r e e d  u p o n  a  t i m e  o f  h i r e  f o r  t h e  
c o m p l e t i o n  o f  f i v e  ( 5 )  y e a r s  o f  e m p l o y m e n t ,  e f f e c t i v e  N o v e m b e r  
1 0 ,  2 0 0 8 .

N o r t h  C e n t e r  P o i n t  R o a d  S t r e e t s c a p e  P r o j e c t  f r o m  S o u t h  
o f  B o y s o n  R o a d  t o  N o r t h  o f  R a i l r o a d

T h e  p r o j e c t  i s  n e a r l y  c o m p l e t e .  T h e  o n l y  r e m a i n i n g  w o r k  t o  
c o m p l e t e  t h e  p r o j e c t  i n c l u d e s  p o w e r i n g  u p  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  
s t r e e t  l i g h t s ,  f i n a l  g r a d i n g  a n d  c h a r g i n g  a n d  t e s t i n g  t h e  
i r r i g a t i o n  s y s t e m .  G r a s s  s e e d i n g  w i l l  b e  c o m p l e t e d  i n  t h e  
spr ing .

P a r k  &  R e c r e a t i o n  D e p t .
K i d ’ s  M o v i e  N i g h t  

6 : 0 0  p m  H i a w a t h a  C o m m u n i t y  C e n t e r
J a n u a r y  1 6 ,  2 0 0 9 K u n g  F u  P a n d a
F e b r u a r y  1 3 ,  2 0 0 9 O p e n  S e a s o n  2
M a r c h  1 3 ,  2 0 0 9 T o  B e  A n n o u n c e d

P a r k  &  R e c r e a t i o n  D e p a r t m e n t  J o b  O p p o r t u n i t y
T h e  C i t y  o f  H i a w a t h a  i s  a c c e p t i n g  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  a  P a r k s  M a i n -
t e n a n c e  P o s i t i o n  ( F T ) .  T h e  p o s i t i o n  w o u l d  b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  p e r -
f o r m i n g  a  w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  c i t y  p a r k s  a n d  
p r o p e r t i e s .  T h e  C i t y  i s  l o o k i n g  f o r  a  s e l f  m o t i v a t e d  i n d i v i d u a l  w i t h  
good  communi ca t ion  sk i l l s ,  ab i l i ty  to  fo l l ow ins t ruc t ions ,  opera te  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  c o m p l e t e  m i n o r  r e p a i r s .  A n y  c o m b i -
n a t i o n  o f  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  r e q u i r e d  s k i l l s  
a n d  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  p o s i t i o n  i s  a  m u s t .  S a l a r y  D O Q  w i t h  g r e a t  
b e n e f i t s .  P r e - e m p l o y m e n t  p h y s i c a l  a n d  a  v a l i d  d r i v e r ’ s  l i c e n s e  
r e q u i r e d .  C o n t a c t  C i t y  H a l l  t o  r e q u e s t  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  a n d  j o b  
d e s c r i p t i o n .  A p p l i c a t i o n  d e a d l i n e  D e c e m b e r  1 4 ,  2 0 0 8 .
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December 2008
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

January 2009
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

Council 7pm

Council 7pm

Council 7pm

Council 7pm

Work Session 
6pm

Work Session 
6pm

City Offices Closed

City Offices 
Closed

City Offices 
Closed

CIP Work Ses-
sion 6pm

Kids Movie Night 
6pm Kung Fu 
Panda

Public Safety 6pm

Public Safety 6pm

History 1:30pm

History 1:30pm

Board of Adj 6pm

Board of Adj 6pm

Parks 6pm

Parks 6pm

Library 7pm

Library 7pm

Water 6:30 pm

Water 6:30 pm

Friends of the 
Library 6:30 
pm

Friends of the 
Library 6:30 
pm

P&Z 6pm

P&Z 6pm

Budget Work 
Session 6pm

Budget Work 
Session 6pm

Budget Work 
Session 6pm

Budget Work 
Session 6pm

Budget Work 
Session 6pm



School Zone Safety

Speed zones around the two elementary schools are 25 mph. These areas will receive extra pa-
trol emphasis during school hours. It is also state law that drivers yield to pedestrians in the cross-
walk. All crosswalks are clearly marked with yellow cautionary signs and pavement markings. 
Please slow down and watch for the children in these areas.

The Police entrance, located on the interstate (west) side of City Hall, is open 24 hours a day everyday. If 
you need to contact a police officer you may enter the building and press a buzzer located above the 
phone. If an officer is in the building, they will meet you within a short time. If you do not receive a re-
sponse, lift the phone receiver and dial 5001. This will connect you to a dispatcher. The dispatcher will 
then notify an on duty officer via her radio. The phone may also be used to dial 911 if you are in an 
emergency type situation. The entrance and parking lot are covered by security monitors.

Door to Door Safety

City Ordinance, Chapter 122, requires all peddlers, solicitors, and transient merchants to be registered 
with City Hall. Several exemptions for local students, boy and girl scouts, local residents and farmers, 
newspaper sales, and others are contained within the ordinance. The ordinance helps us identify compa-
nies and salesmen who will only temporarily be in Hiawatha. Every year, we hear complaints from other 
jurisdictions across the state on high pressure sales of inferior products and downright fraudulent business 
practices. Many times they relate to tree repair/removal and paving or roofing projects. There are 
many honest businesses that do provide these services but, merely registering with the city does not guar-
antee the products or services of these companies. It does allow us to identify and follow up on criminal 
activity should it occur. An honest business should have the same price for their product or service after 
giving you time to do your research.
As a resident, you have every right to request that the salesperson at your door show you their license 
issued by the city. If they don’t have it or insist its “in the vehicle”, politely thank them for their time and 
tell them you aren’t interested and then contact City Hall at (319) 393-1515 or the Police Dept. at (319) 
393-1212.

News from your  Pol i ce  Department
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Hiawatha, Iowa 52233
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Fax: 319-393-1516
www.hiawatha-iowa.com
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Snow birds and Vacationers
One of the services the police department provides is house checks while you are away. Our house 
check form is accessible on the city website (www.hiawatha-iowa.com) or at the police department dur-
ing normal business hours. Emergency contact, license plates of vehicles at the residence, and other per-
tinent information is needed to complete the form. While you are away, officers will check the exterior 
of the residence to ensure all appears to be in order. This service is utilized by many residents who plan 
to be out of town for the holidays, on summer vacations, or south for the winter months. The service is 
free and we encourage you to take advantage of it.

W A T E R  D E P A R T M E N T  N O T E — D o n ’ t  f o r g e t  t o  c a l l  t h e  W a t e r  D e p a r t m e n t  t o  h o l d  y o u r  b i l l s ,  f o r w a r d  
y o u r  b i l l s  o r  t u r n  o f f  y o u r  w a t e r  w h i l e  y o u  a r e  a  a w a y .  C a l l  u s  a t  C i t y  H a l l  a t  3 9 3 - 5 5 5 6 .


