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Reside in and own the home for which you are seeking
rehabilitation funds for at least one year 
Live within or near the Target Area (map shown on the
right) 
Fall at or below the 2017 Federal Household Income
guidelines 

If you live in or near the designated area and own your
home, please consider taking advantage of the five
year forgivable loan to rehabilitate your home. 
• The program invests $24,999 in general repairs and an
additional $7,500 for lead reduction work if necessary 
• Funding assists with repairs such as siding, roofing,
windows, plumbing and electrical work and other eligible
items 
• If you live in your home for five years after home
improvements are completed, you as the homeowner
would owe -0- dollars for the improvements made 
• Homeowners are not required nor need to match the
dollars invested by the program 
• This program is available to anyone who meets the
qualifications 

To qualify, you must: 

STORM WATER RATE INCREASE
 
 

On June 16, 2021 City Council held a public hearing and read
Ordinance No. 955 amending Chapter 101 Storm Water
Drainage Systems 101.03 Rates. Following a recommendation
from the Citizens Storm Water Committee, the Engineering
Department proposed a five-year step increase in storm water
rate charges. The proposed rate structure will produce
$350,000 annually to support storm sewer infrastructure
projects in older areas south of Boyson Road, as well as,
mitigating creek lines; a storm sewer drainage study; a
reconstruction project at Northwood's drainage basin; partial
purchase of a leaf vacuum truck; and other various projects.
Without increasing the storm water rate, projects would need
to be completed by increasing Hiawatha's property tax levy. 
A second reading of Ordinance No. 955 amending Chapter
101 Storm Water Drainage Systems 101.03 Rates is set for
July 7, 2021 at 5:30 pm in the Hiawatha Council Chambers
with the potential to waive a third reading. For information on
the storm water rate increase contact City Engineer, Jon Fitch
or City Manager, Kim Downs at (319) 393-1515.

City of Hiawatha has a grant available to assist with owner-
occupied housing rehabilitation projects. Low to moderate
income homeowners in need of repairs are encouraged to
apply. Recent grant recipients have used funds to replace
siding, windows, roofs, furnaces and remodel a bathroom.

Applications are currently being accepted. Please contact
Pat Parsley at pparsley@hiawatha-iowa.com, 319-393-1515
ext. 229 or Kim Downs at kdowns@hiawatha-iowa.com, 
319-393-1515 ext. 523 for additional information. 

HOUSING REHABILITATION GRANT

Designated Target Area for Housing Rehabilitation GrantDesignated Target Area for Housing Rehabilitation GrantDesignated Target Area for Housing Rehabilitation Grant
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The Hiawatha Fire Department announced that
Interim Fire Chief, Matt Powers, will attend the
Executive Fire Officer Program at the National
Fire Academy this fall. 
“Chief Power’s selection into the program is
significant because the program is highly
competitive, and only administrative level
chiefs are accepted,” explains Retired Fire
Chief Mike Nesslage. “The fact that Matt is
willing to take on the EFO program speaks
volumes of his commitment to this department
and our community,” adds Nesslage.  
The EFO Program is administered under the
FEMA and the United States Fire
Administration at the National Fire Academy
(NFA) in Emmitsburg, Maryland. The program
provides senior officers with a broad
perspective on various aspects of the
administration of fire and EMS. The blended
online and on campus courses focus on
leadership when dealing with difficult or unique
challenges within a community. The program
also provides senior officers with an
understanding of the need to transform fire
and EMS organizations from being reactive to
being proactive while reflecting the diversity of
their communities. The class sessions are led
by leaders in the fire service and other related
industries, and provides an opportunity for the
attendee to network with fire service leaders
from around the country.
Chief Powers began as a probationary
firefighter at HFD in 2000. He served as a
volunteer firefighter paramedic, volunteer fire
lieutenant, and volunteer assistant chief prior
to being hired as a full time paid deputy chief
in 2011. There are currently two deputy chief
positions in the department – Powers is
Deputy Chief of Safety and Training, while
Nick Jellison serves as Deputy Chief of EMS
(Ambulance Service.)  

IN CELEBRATION OF
CEC'S 75TH YEAR IN

BUSINESS, THEY ARE
HOSTING AN OPEN

HOUSE! 
Meet CEO Kim Lehrman along

with several other members of

our executive leadership team,

enjoy a beverage or snack, visit

with the CEC hiring team to

learn about open opportunities,

and enjoy an afternoon of

socializing and start-of-the-art

technology demonstrations.

THURSDAY, JULY 22ND

2:30PM - 5:30PM

405 BOYSON ROAD, 

HIAWATHA IA 52302

HIAWATHA LIBRARY
OPEN TO PUBLIC

Hiawatha Library is now open

without restrictions. Though

most programming is still virtual,

they are slowly moving to in-

person events beginning with

Tuesday Tales at 10:30am on

July 13. Masks are not required.

Find more information about

HPL's programs and services at

www.hiawathapubliclibrary.org

 

Hours as of July 12: 

Monday - Thursday 

10:00 am - 8:00 pm

Friday - Saturday

10:00 am - 5:00 pm

Sunday 

Closed

THANK YOU TO D&D TREE SERVICE FOR
CHIPPING THE BRANCHES, ABC DISPOSAL
FOR DONATING REFUSE TRUCKS FOR THE

CAUSE AND TO OUR STAFF WHO PICKED UP
ALMOST ALL OF THE DEBRIS BY HAND!

J U L Y  2 0 2 1

A M N E S T YA M N E S T YA M N E S T Y
2021 BY THE NUMBERS

16TONS
OF 10

TONS OF
BRANCHES

B A G G E D

D E B R I S

5TONS OF
steel debris

106
appliances

featuring

MOVIES UNDER THE MOONMOVIES UNDER THE MOON

INTERIM FIRE CHIEF ATTENDING 
 NATIONAL FIRE ACADEMY 



UNDERSTANDING THE PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY
The public right-of-way (ROW) consists of infrastructure such public streets, parking, sidewalks, trails, vegetation cover and a strip of
land. The width of the ROW can vary greatly based on the width of the street needed for transportation purposes. Generally, the
ROW on a common city street is 50 to 60 feet wide. Typically, the maintenance of the land is the responsibility of the abutting
property owner. However, the city has the right to determine what takes place in the ROW through its code of ordinances.
Public right-of-way also contains easements. An easement provides a means for public access within the ROW This allows for
vehicle and pedestrian travel. In addition to transportation access, the easement allows utilities access to the strip of land for
overhead and underground applications.
The Code of Iowa, Section 364.12, requires cities to maintain all public grounds, including streets, as well as requiring abutting
property owners to maintain adjacent property and clear snow/ ice by city ordinance. Our city ordinances define the right to occupy,
permits required to perform work and the general regulations of the ROW.
Here is a summary of the various responsibilities associated with the ROW in the City of Hiawatha:
Care of Streets and Street Related Infrastructure
Typical street related infrastructure includes the street, street parking and curbs. The city is responsible for the establishment and
maintenance, including snow  removal, of this infrastructure. In addition, the city takes into account that sight obstructions are
mitigated by having proper setbacks at street intersections, so drivers and pedestrians have a safe view of streets.
Sidewalks and Walking/Biking Paths
The property owner has the responsibility to maintain a safe sidewalk adjacent to their property. To maintain safe sidewalks/trails,
property owners ensure they are free of ice, snow, debris and obstructions. At times, property owners are responsible for repairs for
infrastructure that is not in good working order as defined in local ordinances.
Utilities
Utilities and their easements are contained within the strip of land between sidewalk infrastructure and the street/curb. Hiawatha
manages this area and allows permission through easements for utilities such as water, sewer, storm sewer, gas, electric and
telecommunication to access the ROW to maintain existing utilities, make repairs and allow for new utility installation. Our city has
ordinances that require permits for excavation, construction and restoration.
Vegetation/Trees
The main vegetation/landscaping found in the ROW are trees. ROW trees are aesthetically pleasing and help beautify and preserve
the city. City ordinances establish standards as to which species of trees are permitted and where planting must occur to not interfere
with a safe view of the street. The City of Hiawatha shares the responsibility with the property owner on planting and maintaining
ROW trees: The property owner completes the pruning and trimming of trees, and the city assumes the responsibility of removing
diseased and storm-damaged vegetation.                                  Excerpts from Billy Goldy; Iowa League of Cities I March 2021 I Pg. 25

www.bolton-menk.com/Panoramics/undermystreet/index.html
Use this interactive tool to see what's under your street at 

GROW SOLAR LINN & JOHNSON COUNTIES
 

Area homeowners, farmers, and business owners can attend a free online, one-hour solar Power Hour to learn about solar,
volume purchasing, and sign up for free quotes and site assessments. City of Hiawatha is partnering with Grow Solar Linn +
Johnson Counties to co-host the educational event on August 17, 2021 with City of Marion. The Midwest Renewable Energy
Association is providing program assistance. Those interested can register for the Power Hour and sign up for program alerts
at linnjohnson.growsolar.org. Program information will also be available at facebook.com/GrowSolarLinnJohnsonCounties. 
“The program itself is really kind of based on two steps,” said Amy Drahos, senior air quality scientist with Linn County Public
Health. “We have the educational component;... And then the next step for those that attend is an opportunity to receive more
affordable solar pricing based off a group buy model…” Grow Solar Linn + Johnson Counties is administered by the Midwest
Renewable Energy Association (MREA) at no cost to the counties or other program partners.

http://linnjohnson.growsolar.org/
https://www.facebook.com/GrowSolarLinnJohnsonCounties
https://www.midwestrenew.org/
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Q & A session 

NAME

Kim Downs

Kari Graber

Cindy Kudrna

Kelly Willadsen

Patrick Parsley

Jon Fitch

Rod Jasa

Marty Recker

Dennis Marks

Mike Nesslage

Jeaneal Weeks

PHONE

319-393-1515 x523

319-393-1515 x526

319-393-1515 x522

319-393-1515 x251

319-393-1515 x229

319-393-1515 x528

319-393-6601

319-393-1515 x232

319-393-1212

319-393-4180

319-393-1414

EMAIL ADDRESS

kdowns@hiawatha-iowa.com

kgraber@hiawatha-iowa.com

ckudrna@hiawatha-iowa.com

kwilladsen@hiawatha-iowa.com

pparsley@hiawatha-iowa.com

jfitch@hiawatha-iowa.com

rjasa@hiawatha-iowa.com

mrecker@hiawatha-iowa.com

chief@hiawathapolice.com

mnesslage@hiawatha-iowa.com

weeksj@hiawatha-iowa.com

TITLE

City Manager

City Clerk

Finance Director

Parks & Recreation Director

Community Development Director

City Engineer

Public Works Superintendent

Water Superintendent

Police Chief

Fire Chief

Library Director
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CITY DIRECTORY 
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BILL BENNETT
mayor@hiawatha - iowa .com

MAYOR

AIME WICHTENDAHL
a imew@hiawatha - iowa .com

COUNCIL  MEMBER

ROB ARCHIBALD
ra rch iba ld@hiawatha - iowa .com

COUNCIL  MEMBER

JERRY MOHWINKLE
jmohwink le@hiawatha - iowa .com

COUNCIL  MEMBER

DICK OLSON
dolson@hiawatha - iowa .com

COUNCIL  MEMBER

STEVE DODSON
sdodson@hiawatha - iowa .com

COUNCIL  MEMBER

CITY COUNCIL | City of Hiawatha Regular Council Meetings are the first and third Wednesday of each month.

For more information about City of Hiawatha and its services, call 319-393-1515 or visit www.hiawatha-iowa.com
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presented by

Bill BennettMayor 
Channel Fusion 

Integrated
Connection, LLC
(No. 14)
Q4 Real Estate 

Congratulations to
the following

Hiawatha based
businesses for

making Corridor
Business Journals
Fastest Growing
Companies List:

 

(No. 24)

(No. 11)



AUGUST
 

01   Farmers Market 10:00 - 1:00 PM

04  City Council Meeting 5:30 PM    

06   Music in the Park - 6:00 PM              
       The Compass Rose Band

07   Fun Fest Concert - 6:30 PM
       The Mixtape followed by Fireworks

08   Farmers Market 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM

09   History Commission Meeting 1:30 PM

10    Parks Commission Meeting 6:00 PM

10    Library Board Meeting 7:00 PM

11     Council Meeting Airs 6:00 - 7:30 PM
Ch 4 (IMON) 7:00 PM Ch 18 (Mediacom)

13    Music in the Park - 6:00 PM 
        The Bamboozlers

15   Farmers Market 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM

17   Water Board Meeting 5:30 PM

18   City Council Meeting 5:30 PM

20    Music in the Park - 6:00 PM 
        The Bamboozlers

21    HIBRAI BIKE RIDE 8:00 AM

22    Farmers Market 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM

23    P & Z Meeting 5:30 PM

25    Council meeting airs 6:00 - 7:30 PM
Ch 4 (IMON) 7:00 PM Ch 18 (Mediacom)
 

27     Music in the Park - 6:00 PM 
 Robby Vee & his Rock n Roll Caravan
 

29     Farmers Market 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM
 

A helicopter landing in Guthridge Park attracted a lot of attention last month. Thankfully,
this was not an emergency. Firefighters, EMT's, and Paramedics from the Hiawatha and
Robins Fire departments trained with the Lifeguard Air Ambulance on June 8th. The
helicopter, following it's normal procedures did a flyover of the area first to insure it's
safety, then landed in an area near the tennis courts.  Firefighters cordoned off the area
to make keep public away until after the helicopter had landed and shut down.
Once the helicopter shut down and was safe to approach, the helicopter crew gave a
safety presentation and reviewed procedures with the emergency responders. The crew
typically carries a pilot, a nurse, and a paramedic. This combination of providers allows
the flight crew to provide a wide variety of care to critical patients. Patients with a range
of issues from severe trauma to strokes can benefit from care. The flight crew can
support emergency responders on the ground by providing additional care, and rapid
transport: especially if there is an extended scene time, such as when a patient has to
be extricated from a car, or they patient is going to the University of Iowa for care.
This is a great example of how Hiawatha Fire and Rescue partners with other agencies
to provide the great patient care!

Over the last 10 summers, Cedar Rapids Toyota
has allowed the Parks Department to lease a
vehicle for $1 each summer (April - October). In
return, a Cedar Rapids Toyota magnet is put on the
truck to market their business. The expenses
incurred, in addition to the lease, are basic
maintenance and gas expenses out of the
department budget. The Parks Department is also
responsible for the insurance coverage and add
this policy through ICAP. Thank you for your
generosity, Cedar Rapids Toyota!

Sure. You can borrow everything
from your favorite spooky audiobook
to hands-on STEM kits to Oscar-
winning tearjerkers, but now your
Hiawatha Public Library card can
also be your passport to adventure.
Adult residents of Hiawatha, Robins,
and Linn County can transform their
library card into free access to
recreational and educational
attractions in Iowa with Adventure
Pass. The passes allow entrance for
two (2) adults and two (2) children
and additional tickets can be
purchased at the venue.
Available sites include African
American Museum of Iowa and a
savings of $17.00; Grout Museum
District Buildings for a $36.00
savings; Quad Cities FunBundle and
a savings of $87.00 (entrance to
Quad City Botanical Garden, Niabi
Zoo, and Putnam Museum and
Science Center); and Reiman
Gardens for a $33.00 savings. One
pass to a venue may be reserved
every 365 days. This guarantees a
fun family outing at no cost. Click
here to learn more and reserve your
ticket to adventure today! 

The Hiawatha Fire Department moved into their
current building on July 1st, 1972. Around
1950, the department housed 3 trucks and had
volunteer firefighters, who responded from
home or work by ROTARY phones!

If you'd like to learn more about the history of
Hiawatha consider purchasing a "HIAWATHA,
70 YEARS OF HISTORY" book by contacting
Pat at 319-721-9730 or se_me@live.com

FAMILY FUN AWAITS WITH
THE HIAWATHA LIBRARY'S

ADVENTURE PASS
LOOKING BACK IN TIME WITH
THE HISTORY COMMISSION

V O L U M E  1 5 8

FIRE DEPARTMENT TRAINS WITH LIFEGUARD AIR AMBULANCE

Hiawatha Council Action
The Hiawatha City Council meeting minutes may be obtained online at 

www.hiawathaiowa.com/goverment/city-council-documents/ 
or by request to the City Clerk's Office at City Hall at 319-393-1515 ext. 526

https://hiawathapubliclibrary.org/adventure-pass
http://www.eventkeeper.com/mars/tkflex.cfm?curOrg=GRIMES&curApp=passes&curpasskey1=hiawatha%20public%20library&CFID=19257974&CFTOKEN=a3ed46d6bc1682b6-9F315269-D4AE-528A-535015F6358A0CAC


Friday nights through August, you can pay one low

price for a full evening of fun. Purchase a $10 Basic

Pass that includes all of the outdoor attractions: FX

Mini-Golf, climbing wall and bungee trampolines. Or

go big with the $25 All Access Pass that includes the

outdoor attractions plus all of the indoor attractions:

trampolines, ninja warrior courses and climbing.

Plus! Each week a local food truck will be on site

from 5 - 7:00 PM. Get $3 off any pass with proof of

your food truck purchase. Support your local food

vendors and save on family fun!

AUGUST 6AUGUST 6AUGUST 6

July
 

04    Farmers Market 10:00 - 1:00 PM     

05    City Hall Closed for Holiday

07    City Council Meeting 5:30 PM

11     Farmers Market 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM

12     History Commission Meeting 1:30 PM 

13    Parks Commission Meeting 6:00 PM

13    Library Board Meeting 7:00 PM

14    Council Meeting Airs 6:00 - 7:30 PM
Ch 4 (IMON) 7:00 PM Ch 18 (Mediacom)

18     Farmers Market 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM

20    Water Board Meeting 5:30 PM

21     City Council Meeting 5:30 PM

25    Farmers Market 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM

26    P & Z Meeting 5:30 PM

28    Council meeting Airs 6:00 - 7:30 PM
Ch 4 (IMON) 7:00 PM Ch 18 (Mediacom)

WITH ANY FOOD
TRUCK PURCHASE

OUTDOOR ATTRACTIONS
Mini-Golf, Climbing Wall, 
Bungee Trampolines

FRIENDS OF
HIAWTAHA PARKS
AND RECREATION

FOUNDATION

SPOTS ARE STILL AVAILABLE!
HTTPS://LEGACY.IMATHLETE.COM/EVENTS/HIBRAI2021 

 

AUG 
21-22

Wednesdays
Guthridge Park
Brown Pavilion

11:30 AM
June 9 - July 28

$25

$10

$3

ALL
ACCESS
PASS

BASIC
PASS

OFF
PASSES

INDOOR ATTRACTIONS
Trampolines, Ninja Warrior, Climbing

OUTDOOR ATTRACTIONS
Mini-Golf, Climbing Wall, Bungee Trampolines

2021 MUSIC IN THE PARK2021 MUSIC IN THE PARK2021 MUSIC IN THE PARK
GUTHRIDGE PARK BANDSHELLGUTHRIDGE PARK BANDSHELLGUTHRIDGE PARK BANDSHELL

THE COMPASSTHE COMPASSTHE COMPASS   

ROSE BANDROSE BANDROSE BAND

AUGUST 13AUGUST 13AUGUST 13

THETHETHE   

BAMBOOZLERSBAMBOOZLERSBAMBOOZLERS

AUGUST 20AUGUST 20AUGUST 20

NEW TRICKNEW TRICKNEW TRICK

AUGUST 27AUGUST 27AUGUST 27

ROBBY VEE & HISROBBY VEE & HISROBBY VEE & HIS

   ROCK N ROLL CARAVANROCK N ROLL CARAVANROCK N ROLL CARAVAN

SATURDAY, AUGUST 7TH
12:00PM - 4:00PM

905 TOWER TERRACE RD

BOUNCEY HOUSES
KIDS GAMES
FOOD
& MORE!

https://hiawathapubliclibrary.org/new-
events/craft-4-kids-diy-bird-house-kits

is excited to offer

https://legacy.imathlete.com/events/HiBRAI2021
https://legacy.imathlete.com/events/HiBRAI2021

